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Apprentice work in small public libraries should receive greater
consideration. Apprentice help can be of mutual benefit in even
the smallest library, if rightly planned. From the standpoint of
the librarian such help is usually necessary and solves the
problem of inadequate funds for paid assistants. From the
standpoint of the apprentice, it is an opportunity to be tested
out in her adaptability for library work, and for future training
in the library school. In every community, there are high school
graduates who seek such work. It is obvious that the librarian
owes some return for this gratuitous or poorly paid service by
planning as thorough a course of training in library routine as
she is capable of giving. This is her duty towards her assistants
and apprentices. Too few librarians appreciate the prestige
that comes to a library from the careful training of assistants
and apprentices. Many are left to stumble about and find
things out...
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