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indexed. Not illustrated. 1915 Excerpt: .sense of security. Others declare that it is an expression of God s bounty.
The horizon is but a symbol of a religious idea which each person may express in his own way. just as everyone
may make his own interpretation of a piece of music. Every great style in art, it is said, is based upon some
religious idea. The soul of Gothic architecture is its symbol of aspiration--the spire, which the pointed arch
repeats in outline, while both forms can be reduced to a single line, the vertical. This line is repeated by the spiry
evergreen trees of Europe. The ascending line characterizes the Chinese temple, and is repeated by many of the
Chinese evergreens. The horizontal line characterizes the prairie style of architecture and landscape gardening,
and this line is repeated by stratified hawthorns and crab apples. The necessity of softening a dominant line by
repetition is illustrated by the awe-inspiring loneliness of the wild prairie. Pioneers and travelers were at times
afraid to be alone with such an infinite thing, as their records testify. Perhaps the frankest utterance of the old
attitude occurs in a French traveler s account of the Russian steppes. Speaking of the eternal sameness among
the people, in dress, speech, and houses, he attempts to explain their melancholy by the endless breadth of the
land, and ends by exclaiming, It is impossible to live with the Infinite and be happy. Is there any minister today
who would agree...
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