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days from date of release, and that while in the United States we
will commit no hostile act, and I left the fort for the steamer
Canada. It may be of importance to state that we were officially
informed by Major Gibson, commanding the Post part of the
time we were there, that we could hold no communication with
the Brazilian authorities. Very respectfully, Your obedient
servant, Thomas K. Porter, First-Lieutenant, Confederate States
Navy. CHAPTER V. The building of the Alabama.--Suspicions of
the United States Consul at Liverpool.--Captain Butcher.--The
equipping of the Alabama.--Quitting Liverpool.--Bond, the Pilot.-
-Official Correspondence.--Captain Semmes.--The Alabama
handed over to his charge.--Some matters connected with the
clearance of the Alabama from Liverpool.--Mr. Price Edwards,
the Collector of Customs at that Port.--The Alabama s first
engagement.--The Alabama a legitimate vessel-of-war.--Action
of the United States in regard to commissioning vessels at sea.--
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